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INTRODUCTORY RITES
STAND
ENTRANCE HYMN
WE GATHER TOGETHER
We gather together to sing the Lord's praises,
To worship the Father through Jesus, his son.
In this celebration, all sing with jubilation!
We are his holy people whose freedom he won.
We greet our Lord present within our assembly;
We hear the good news announced clearly to all.
With song of rejoicing our praises we are voicing,
As we invoke God's blessing and answer the call.
Since Christ is the vine and his people the branches,
In him we give praise to the Father above.
Christ brings ev'ry nation the wonders of salvation,
That all may grow in knowledge, in faith, hope and love.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
+ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
R.- And with your spirit.
THE PENITENTIAL RITE
+ Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

COMMON CATHOLIC PRAYERS
SIGN OF THE CROSS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen
HAIL MARY, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the
hour of our death. Amen
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in
them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be
created, and you will renew the face of the earth.
Act of Contrition
O my God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to
do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you, whom
I should love above all things. I firmly intent, with your help, to do
penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my
God, have mercy. Amen

You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: Kyrie, eleison.
You came to call sinners: Christe, eleison.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us:
Kyrie, eleison.

+ Eternal rest grant unto him (her), O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon him (her).
+ May he (she) rest in peace. Amen.
+ May his (her) soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

+ May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and
bring us to everlasting life.
Amen

Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God's love commits me
here - ever this day (night) be at my side
to light and guard, to rule and guide. Amen.
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THE MIRACULOUS HANKERCHIEF OF ST GERARD
Once, as he was leaving the home of his friends, the Pirofalo
family, a daughter of Pirofalo called after him that he had
forgotten his handkerchief. In a moment of prophetic insight Gerard said: "Keep it. It will be useful to you some
day." The handkerchief was treasured as a precious souvenir. Years later the girl was in danger of death during childbirth. She remembered the words of Gerard, and called for
the handkerchief. Almost immediately the danger passed
and she delivered a healthy child.

OPENING PRAYER
+ Let us pray.
O God, you willed to draw blessed Gerard to yourself from his
earliest years and to mold him to the image of your crucified Son.
Grant, we beseech you, that by following his example we may be
transformed into the same image.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD OF GOD
(taken from the liturgy of the day)
FIRST READING
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
STAND
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
If anyone would serve me, let him follow me;
and where I am, there also will my servant be.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
GOSPEL
+ The Lord be with you
And with your spirit.
+ A reading from the holy gospel according to…
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
SIT
HOMILY
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STAND

Preserve me from danger and from the excessive pains accompanying childbirth, and shield the child which I now carry, that it
may see the light of day and receive the purifying and life-giving
waters of baptism through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GENERAL INTENTIONS
+ My brothers and sisters, we are gathered to celebrate the mystery of our salvation in Jesus Christ, let us ask God our Father to
open for all the world this fountain of life and blessing.
Lector:
For our Pope ……, for …… our Bishop and his assistant Bishops, all
priests, deacons, ministers, and all the people of God, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who serve us in public office and for all those entrusted
with the common good, that the Lord guide and protect them, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.
That God our Father may purge the world of all errors, remove
diseases, keep off famine, open prisons, break chains, grant safe
return to travelers, and health to the sick, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.

9th Day - Saint Gerard, most favorite child of heaven, to whom
Mary gave the infant Jesus in the day of thy childhood, to whom
she sweetly came before you did close yours eyes in death, obtain for me, I beg you, so to seek and love my Blessed Mother
during life, that she may be my joy and consolation in this valley
of tears, until with you, before the throne of God, I may praise
her goodness for all eternity. Amen.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Thanksgiving for a Safe Delivery
Good St. Gerard, "Patron of Mothers," assist me in thanking God
for the great gift of motherhood.
During the months of my waiting I learned to call upon you and
placed the safety of my child and myself under your powerful
protection.
The great lesson of your trust in God sustained me; your slogan,
"God will provide," became my hope and consolation. Thank God
for a healthy and normal baby and my own good health.
Help me to prize the great treasure of mother-hood and obtain
for me from God the graces to raise my child as a child of God.
In gratitude I will continue to call upon you and will tell other
mothers about their special patron and friend. Amen.

For all of us gathered in this holy place in faith, reverence, and
love of God, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, hear our prayer.

+ Father, hear the prayers of your people. Grant us what you
have inspired us to ask you in faith. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
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7th Day - Saint Gerard, unconquered hero, most patient in suffering, do you who did glory in infirmity, and faced cruel lies and disgrace did rejoice to suffer with Christ, obtain for me patience and
resignation in my sorrows, that I may bravely bear the cross that
is to gain for me the crown of everlasting glory.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the
promises of Christ.
For Motherhood
O good Saint Gerard, powerful intercessor before God and wonder worker of our day, I call upon you and seek your help. You,
who always fulfilled God’s will on earth, help me to do God’s holy
will. Ask the Master of life, from whom all paternity proceeds,
that I may conceive and raise children who will please God in this
life, and be heirs to the Kingdom heaven. Amen.
8th Day - Saint Gerard, true lover of Jesus in the Eucharist, do you
who did kneel long hours before the tabernacle, and there did
taste the joys of paradise, obtain for me I the spirit of prayer and
an undying love for Jesus, that thus receiving frequently the
Eucharist, I may daily grow in His holy love and merit the priceless
grace of loving Him.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Prayer for Safe Delivery
O great Saint Gerard, beloved servant of Jesus
Christ, perfect imitator of your meek and humble Savior, and devoted child of the Mother of God, ignite within my heart one
spark of that heavenly fire of charity which glowed in your heart
and made you an angel of love.
O glorious Saint Gerard, because when falsely accused of crime,
you did bear, like your Divine Master, without murmur or complaint, the calumnies of wicked men, you have been raised up by
God as the patron and protector of expectant mothers.
16

HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME
Holy God, we praise Thy Name; Lord of all, we bow before Thee!
All on earth Thy scepter claim, All in Heaven above adore Thee;
Infinite Thy vast domain, Everlasting is Thy reign.
Hark! the loud celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising,
Cherubim and seraphim, In unceasing chorus praising;
Fill the heavens with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy, Lord.
COME BACK TO ME
Come back to me with all your heart.
Don't let fear keep us apart.
Trees do bend, though straight and tall;
so must we to others' call.
Long have I waited for your coming
home to me and living deeply our new life.
The wilderness will lead you - to your heart where I will speak.
Integrity and justice - with tenderness you shall know.
Long have I waited for your coming
home to me and living deeply our new life.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
+ Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise
and glory of His name, for our good, and the good of all his holy
Church.
STAND
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
+ O Lord, you accepted the oblation of your servant, Gerard, as he
offered himself daily with Christ.
Accept the sacrifice of our will together with the gifts we have
placed upon your altar. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
5

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
+ The Lord be with you
And with your spirit.
+ Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
+ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and
everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and
eternal God.
For in the Saints who consecrated themselves to Christ for the
sake of the Kingdom of Heaven, it is right to celebrate the wonders of your providence, by which you call human nature back to
its original holiness and bring it to experience on this earth the
gifts you promise in the new world to come! And so, with all the
Angels and Saints we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

purity, your burning love for Jesus in the Tabernacle, your tender
devotion to Mary Immaculate. In your brotherly love which made
you the support of the poor, the comforter of the afflicted and
the apostle of the most forsaken souls, grant me the favors for
which I now pray.
(Here mention them privately)
O most Powerful Patron, who hast always helped those who
prayed to you intercede for me before the Throne of God. O
Good Saint, to you I confide my fervent prayers; graciously accept
them and, before the end of these days of prayer, let me experience in some way the effects of your powerful intercession.
Amen.
(Hail Mary, etc.)
6th Day - Saint Gerard, most perfect imitator of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer, do you whose greatest glory was to be humble and
lowly, obtain that I too, knowing my littleness in God’s sight, may
be found worthy to enter the kingdom that is promised to the
humble and lowly of heart.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

You are indeed Holy, O Lord, the fount of all holiness. Make holy,
therefore, these gifts, we pray, by sending down your Spirit upon
them like the dewfall, so that they may become for us the Body
and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
At the time he was betrayed and entered willingly into his Pas-

For Special Blessings
Dear Saint Gerard we rejoice in your happiness and glory; we
bless the Lord who endowed you with the choicest gifts of his
grace; we congratulate you for corresponding so faithfully with
them. Obtain for us, we pray you, some part of your angelic purity, your burning love for Jesus in the Tabernacle, your tender
devotion to Mary Immaculate. In your brotherly love which made
you the support of the poor, the comforter of the afflicted and
the apostle of the most forsaken souls, grant me the favors for
which I now pray.
(Here mention them privately)
O most Powerful Patron, who hast always helped those who
prayed to you intercede for me before the Throne of God. O
Good Saint, to you I confide my fervent prayers; graciously accept
them and, before the end of these days of prayer, let me experience in some way the effects of your powerful intercession.
Amen.
(Hail Mary, etc.)
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Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
For Special Blessings
Dear Saint Gerard we rejoice in your happiness and glory; we
bless the Lord who endowed you with the choicest gifts of his
grace; we congratulate you for corresponding so faithfully with
them. Obtain for us, we pray you, some part of your angelic purity, your burning love for Jesus in the Tabernacle, your tender
devotion to Mary Immaculate. In your brotherly love which made
you the support of the poor, the comforter of the afflicted and
the apostle of the most forsaken souls, grant me the favors for
which I now pray.
(Here mention them privately)
O most Powerful Patron, who hast always helped those who
prayed to you intercede for me before the Throne of God. O
Good Saint, to you I confide my fervent prayers; graciously accept
them and, before the end of these days of prayer, let me experience in some way the effects of your powerful intercession.
Amen.
(Hail Mary, etc.)

5th Day - Saint Gerard, model of holy obedience, who through
your life did heroically submit the judgment to those who represent Jesus Christ to you, thus sanctifying your lowliest actions,
obtain for me from God cheerful submission to His Holy Will and
the virtue of perfect obedience, that I may be made comfortable
to Jesus, my model, who was obedient even to death.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
For Special Blessings
Dear Saint Gerard we rejoice in your happiness and glory; we
bless the Lord who endowed you with the choicest gifts of his
grace; we congratulate you for corresponding so faithfully with
them. Obtain for us, we pray you, some part of your angelic
14

sion, he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying:
Take this, all of you, and eat of it: for this is my Body
which will be given up for you.
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice
and, once more giving thanks, he gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take this, all of you, and drink from it: for this is the chalice of
my Blood, the Blood of the new and eternal covenant, which will
be poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in memory of me.
+ The mystery of faith.
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of his Death and Resurrection, we offer you, Lord, the Bread of life and the Chalice of
salvation, giving thanks that you have held us worthy to be in
your presence and minister to you.
Humbly we pray that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.
Remember, Lord, your Church, spread throughout the world, and
bring her to the fullness of charity, together with N. our Pope and
N. our Bishop and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters who have fallen asleep in
the hope of the resurrection and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face. Have mercy on us all,
we pray, that with the blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with
the blessed Apostles, and all the Saints who have pleased you
throughout the ages, we may merit to be co-heirs to eternal life,
and may praise and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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O Good Saint, to you I confide my fervent prayers; graciously accept them and, before the end of these days of prayer, let me
experience in some way the effects of your powerful intercession.
Amen.
(Hail Mary, etc.)

STAND
COMMUNION RITE
THE LORD'S PRAYER
+ At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we
dare to say:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
+ Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, and graciously grant
peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the
blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
+ Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles: Peace I leave you
peace, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith
of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance to your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.
+ The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.
+ Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
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3rd Day - Saint Gerard, bright angel of love, who despising all
earthly love, did consecrate your life to the service of God and
your neighbor, promoting God’s glory in your humble state, and
ever ready to assist the distressed and console the sorrowful, obtain for me, I beg you, that loving God the only God and my
neighbor for His sake, I may be hereafter united to Him for ever in
glory.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
For Special Blessings
Dear Saint Gerard we rejoice in your happiness and glory; we
bless the Lord who endowed you with the choicest gifts of his
grace; we congratulate you for corresponding so faithfully with
them. Obtain for us, we pray you, some part of your angelic purity, your burning love for Jesus in the Tabernacle, your tender
devotion to Mary Immaculate. In your brotherly love which made
you the support of the poor, the comforter of the afflicted and
the apostle of the most forsaken souls, grant me the favors for
which I now pray.
(Here mention them privately)
O most Powerful Patron, who hast always helped those who
prayed to you intercede for me before the Throne of God. O
Good Saint, to you I confide my fervent prayers; graciously accept
them and, before the end of these days of prayer, let me experience in some way the effects of your powerful intercession.
Amen.
(Hail Mary, etc.)
4th Day - Saint Gerard, spotless lily of purity, by the angelic virtue
and your wonderful innocence of life you did receive from the
Infant Jesus and His Immaculate Mother, sweet pledges of tenderest love, grant, I beg you, that I may ever strive in my life long
fight, and win the crown that awaits the brave and the true.
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For Special Blessings
Dear Saint Gerard we rejoice in your happiness and glory; we
bless the Lord who endowed you with the choicest gifts of his
grace; we congratulate you for corresponding so faithfully with
them. Obtain for us, we pray you, some part of your angelic purity, your burning love for Jesus in the Tabernacle, your tender
devotion to Mary Immaculate. In your brotherly love which made
you the support of the poor, the comforter of the afflicted and
the apostle of the most forsaken souls, grant me the favors for
which I now pray.
(Here mention them privately)
O most Powerful Patron, who hast always helped those who
prayed to you intercede for me before the Throne of God. O
Good Saint, to you I confide my fervent prayers; graciously accept
them and, before the end of these days of prayer, let me experience in some way the effects of your powerful intercession.
Amen.
(Hail Mary, etc.)
2nd Day - Saint Gerard, most generous saint, who from your tenderest years did care so little for the goods of earth, grant that I
may place all my confidence in Jesus Christ alone, my true treasure, who alone can make me happy in time and in eternity.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
For Special Blessings
Dear Saint Gerard we rejoice in your happiness and glory; we
bless the Lord who endowed you with the choicest gifts of his
grace; we congratulate you for corresponding so faithfully with
them. Obtain for us, we pray you, some part of your angelic purity, your burning love for Jesus in the Tabernacle, your tender
devotion to Mary Immaculate. In your brotherly love which made
you the support of the poor, the comforter of the afflicted and
the apostle of the most forsaken souls, grant me the favors for
which I now pray.
(Here mention them privately)
O most Powerful Patron, who hast always helped those who
prayed to you intercede for me before the Throne of God.
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LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
KNEEL
+ Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of
the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
COMMUNION HYMN
YOU SATISFY THE HUNGRY HEART
You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat.
1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
They know and heed his voice;
So when You call Your fam'ly, Lord, We follow and rejoice.
2. With joyful lips we sing to You Our praise and gratitude
That You should count us worthy, Lord, to share this heav'nly food.
3. Is not this cup we bless and share The blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare Our oneness in the Lord?
4. The myst'ry of Your presence, Lord, No mortal tongue can tell:
Whom all the world cannot contain Comes in our hearts to dwell.
5. You give Yourself to us, O Lord; Then selfless let us be,
To serve each other in Your name In truth and charity.
MAKE ME A CHANNEL
Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is hatred let me bring your love
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord
And where there is doubt true faith in You.
Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is despair in life let me bring hope
Where there is darkness only light
And where there's sadness ever joy.
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Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console
to be understood as to understand
to be loved as to love with all my soul.
Make me a channel of your peace
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
It is in giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we are born to eternal life.
PANIS ANGELICUS
Panis angelicus
Panis angelicus
fit panis hominum;
Dat panis coelicus
figuris terminum:
O res mirabilis!
Manducat Dominum Pauper, servus et humilis.
Te trina Deitas unique, poscimus:
Sic nos tu visita, sicut te colimus;
Per tuas semitas duc nos quo tendimus,
Ad lucem quam inhabitas. Amen.

+ Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Canzoncina a San Gerardo Maiella
Già son paghi i nostri voti – D’onorarti qual gran Santo
Oh Gerardo sempre amato – ed offrirti il nostro cor.
Tu del prossimo penante – gran ardor il cor ti accese
Si che fonte ognor ti rese – d’ inesausta carità.
SONO PELLEGRINO
Sono pellegrino, non risento del cammino
Rit. San Gerardo mio, prega per me!
* Vengo alla tua Chiesa – l’alma mia d’incanto è presa. Rit.
* Alla Madonnina – tu n’andavi ogni mattina. Rit.
* Bianco il bel panino – te lo dava il Dio bambino. Rit.
* Scese l’angioletto – ti portò Gesù diletto. Rit.
* Stretto al Crocifisso – l’occhio avevi in alto fisso. Rit.
* Nostro Protettore – tu ci porti nel tuo cuore. Rit.
* Tergi il nostro pianto – tu l’ascolta il mesto canto. Rit.
* Torno alla mia casa – l’alma mia di grazie è invasa. Rit.

Strive each day to practice in the virtue indicated in the petition.
STAND
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
+ Let us pray.
O Lord, may the sacrament we have received stir up in us the desire to please you always, so that, like blessed Gerard, we may
ever strive to do your will. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
CONCLUDING RITE
+ The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
+ May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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1st Day - Saint Gerard, ever full of faith, obtain for me that, believing firmly all that the Church of God proposes to my belief, I may
strive to secure through a holy life the joys of eternal happiness.
(Hail Mary: recite nine times)
V. Pray for us, O Saint Gerard.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us Pray
O Almighty and Everlasting God, who did draw to Yourself Saint
Gerard, even from his tenderest years, making him conformable to
the Image of Your Crucified Son, grant we beg you, that imitating
his example, we may be made like unto the same Divine Image,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
11

